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SECRET JERUSALEM 1329 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, MARR, MOPS, UNSC, IS, LE, ER 

SUBJ: UNIEIL STAYS IN TYRE AND REDEPLOYS FORCES AROUND SALIENT 


1. UN SOURCE HAS PROVIDED US COPY OP ERSKINE 
MAY 8 MESSAGE TO UNNY REGARDING UNIFIL REDEPLOYMENT 
AROUND TYRE. AS NOTED PREVIOUSLY (JERUSALEM 1304), ERSKINE 
HAS DECIDED TO KEEP UNIFIL PRESENCE IN TYRE BARRACKS 
AND WILL REDEPLOY PRENCH AND SENEGLESE FORCES ON HIGH 
GROUND AROUND TYRE SALIENT. 


2. FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT SECTIONS OF ERSKINE MESSAGE: 
BEGIN QUOTE: I HAD EARLIER PLANNED TO RELOCATE FRANCH 
HQ IN AREA OF QANA AS PART OF THE REDEPLOYMENT 
EXERCISE. SUCH A PROXIMITY WOULD ENSURE BETTER 
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COMMAND AND CONTROL AND FACILITATE ADEQUATE REINFORCE- 
MENT AND RESUPPLY CAPABILITY. TYRE BARRACKS WOULD 
BE COMPLETELY ABANDONED, GIVING COMMANDER PRENCHBATT 
THE FULL WILLPOWER TO EXECUTE HIS OPERATIONAL 
FUNCTIONS WITHOUT FEARS OF RETRIBUTION OR VENGEANCE 
ON HIS TROOPS IN TYRE AREA. 
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3. "HOWEVER, I EULLY SHARE IN YOUR STRONG POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR CONTINUED PRESENCE IN TYRE AND 
FULLY AGREE THAT THERE IS THE NEED FOR FREEDOM OF MOVE- 
MENT BETWEEN OUR AREA OF OPERATION AND THE REST OF 
LEBANON ALONG COASTAL ROAD. THIS, APART FROM ALL 
OTHER CONSIDERATION, IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OE 

UNIFIL, I AGREE. THESE HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED 
AS FACTORS IN THE REDEPLOYMNET EXERCISE. 

4. "IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE FACTORS, TYRE BARRACKS 

WILL CONTINUE TO BE OCCUPIED BY THE FRENCH BATTALION 
HEADQUARTERS AND ORGANIC SUPPORTING ELEMENTS. NORMAL 
RESUPPLY CONVOYS FROM/TO BEIRUT AND NAQOURA ARE 
BEING ESCORTED UNDER APPROPRIATE SECURITY. 

MOST OF THE FRENCH LIGHT ARMOURED CAR COMPANY IS 
BEING RELOCATED TO QANA IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE 
DETAILED PATROLLING NECESSARY FOR THE CENTROL PORTION 
OF THE UNIFIL AREA OF OPERATIONS AND ALSO TO PREVENT ANY 
LOSS OF UNIFIL PRESENCE IN THE TOWN OF QANA AS THE 
SENEGALESE REDEPLY. THIS WILL BE ON TRIAL BASIS. 

IF FURTURE ATTEMPTS ARE MADE ON ERENCHBATT AS SIMILAR 
TO THOSE OE 2 MAY, IT WOULD BE IMPERATIVE TO REVIEW 
THIS STAND. 

5. "I GET THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS SOME MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING ON OUR PLANNED REDEPLOYMENT. I HAD BEEN 
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CONSIDERING THIS PLAN WITH MY STAFF BEFORE MY DEPARTURE 
FOR NEW YORK ON I MAY. THE FEELING THE UNIFIL TROOPS 
ARE WITHDRAWING IS THEREFORE COMPLETELY MISLEADING AND 
SHOULD BE AVOIDED AT ALL COSTS. THE MAIN OBJECTIVE 
OF THE REDEPLOYMENT IS TO MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF THE GROUND 
AND TROOPS AVAILABLE TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM OPERATIONAL 
EFFICIENCY. WHILE THE REPOSITINGING OF OUR UNITS 
GIVES US A BETTER CAPABILITY TO PREVENT INFILTRATION IT 
WILL ACTUALLY INCREASE RISKS OE CONFRONTATION AS THE PLS 
WILL NOW RUN GREATER RISK OE BEING DETECTED, DENIED 
ENTRY, DISARMED IF NECESSARY BY EORCE OF ARMS. AS 
MENTIONED IN MY PREVIOUS CABLE. UNIFIL WAS FORCED TO 
DEPLOY INITIALLY IN AREAS NOT TOO SUITABLE AS THE 
DOMINATING TERRAIN EEATURES WERE OCCUPIED BY IDF. 

6. "REST OF REDEPLOYMENT EXERCISE: THE TACTICAL 
REDEPLOYMENT OF THE SENEGALESE BATTALION AND SELECTED 
ELEMENTS OF THE FRENCH BATTALION ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN 
IN THE MORNING OF 9 MAY 1978. ESSENTIALLY, THE SENEGALESE 
BATTALION WILL BE REDEPLOYED INTO THE NORTH-WESTERN 
PORTION OF THE TYRE POCKET PERIMETER, RELIEVING 

THOSE ERENCH POSITIONS IN THAT AREA. CERTAIN OF THE 
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FRENCH COMBAT ELEMENTS WILL SIMULTANEOUSLY REDEPLOY 

TO THE SENEGALESE POSITIONS IN THE SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST. MOST OE 

THE ERENCH CHECKPONTS WILL BE ABANDONED 

IN FAVOR OF MOVING TO MORE TACTICALLY ORGANIZE 

POSITION/CHECKPOINTS ALTHOUGH REEUGEES CHECKPOINTS OR 

POINTS OP ENTRY WILL BE MAINTAINED ALONG THE SAME ROADS 

AS BEFORE. REDELPLOYMENT DOES NOT INVOLVE GIVING UP 

TERRIORY PREVIOSULY UNDER CONTROL OF THE IDE AS WE 

WILL CONTINUE TO OCCUPY ALL THE IDE POSITIONS HELD BY 

THEN OM ON 30 APRIL AND HAVE BEEN CONTINUOUSLY OCCUPIED 

BY UNIPIL PORCES SINCE THE AFTERNOON OF THE IDF WITHDRAWAL." 

END QUOTEM 
KRUSE 
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